
Reading & Writing Exercise             Grade:      /35 

Date: __________________________ 

Class: ______ (    )     Name: ________________________        Class No.: ________ 

 

Read the passage and complete the exercise using information from the text unless otherwise stated. Give 

complete sentences for questions marked with *. ONE mark for each answer unless otherwise stated. 

1. Here is the summary of the story. Please complete the passage using ONE word for each blank. The words 

might / might not have appeared in the story. (17 marks) 

The book follows the life of a female tree and a boy. They can talk to each other: the tree names  

the human as “boy” throughout his whole life. In his childhood, the boy enjoys/ likes playing with  

the tree, climbing her trunk, swinging from her branches, and eating her apples. As he grows up,  

he begins to make requests of the tree. And he only comes when he wants something from the  

tree. But each time, the tree is very happy when she sees the boy. 

After entering teenage/adolescence, the boy wants money; the tree says that he can pick and sell her  

apples, which he does.  When the boy becomes a/an adult, he wants a house; the tree tells him  

to cut her branches to build a house, which he does. After reaching middle age, the  

boy wants a boat: the tree says that he can cut her trunk to make a boat, which he does,  

leaving only a stump. After a long time, the boy comes back but the tree is not so happy because she 

has nothing to give the boy since all her apples/branches, branches/ apples and the trunk are gone. But  

there is one last thing the tree can give to the boy who is now a/an __________ man. He __________ wants a 

place to __________ a rest. The tree is, once more, happy because the __________ can serve the purpose.  

 

*2. Why does the writer refer to the tree as “she”? Why is the human character referred to as “boy” throughout 

the story even after he has grown up? What kind of relationship between the boy and the tree does the writer 

want to depict? (5 marks: content: 3 marks / language: 2 marks) 

The writer refers to the tree as “she” because the tree is like a mother and the human character is her child. In 

the eye of the mother, the child never grows up and so is always a “boy”. The writer wants to depict the 

mother-son relationship. 

 

*3. Give one other interpretation of the relationship between the tree and the boy different from the one you 

have mentioned in Q2. Explain your answer. (5 marks: content: 3 marks / language: 2 marks) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________



4. Draw a tree. Label in your picture the 4 parts of a tree mentioned or implied in the story. (2 marks) 

 

Please refer to attachment. 

 

*5. Do you like this story? Give 2 reasons to explain your answer. (3 marks: 2 for contents/ 1 for language) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*6. This story is presented in the form of a picture book. Do you think this story is suitable for children? 

Explain your answer. (3 marks: 2 for contents/ 1 for language) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The End 


