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It’s a new school year! ;.. crow

I have been blessed enough to be in the teaching profession touching souls who in turn touch others. But to
be honest, I did not always feel like this in my long career.

Too often in the past, when lessons were over, I collapsed into my chair grunting how students were
unmotivated and unwilling and that teaching them was a total waste of my time. But with the passage of
time, | was enlightened. Perhaps it was the reading of an article, or the sharing I had with some guru or a
talk I had attended or perhaps I had leamt it the hard way or had tasted the sweet fruits of some successes
but trust me [ have forgotten when and why I became converted. I changed.

I no longer engage myself in depressing indictment of students’ hopelessness but instead I have become
most critical of myself taking on the blame and the responsibility for their non-performance. I do not
indulge in self-deceiving beliefs that my lessons are the best and therefore deserve their full attention, that
they are lucky to be in my class and they should render their very best efforts to the learning tasks, that
they should be active learners getting the most from my lessons. I cannot just conclude that my students
are lazy and not worth my devotion.

What takes place in an effective classroom is learning not just teaching. Too often there is teaching but no
learning. Teachers who are nervous, frustrated or are engrossed in catching up with the syllabus keep
teaching or rather talking regardless of whether the students are on task or not. Paying attention to the
situation of learning demands adjustment, adaptation and even improvisation. All these may seem too
much to ask for but as teachers, our responsibility is to foster learning. Teachers who are experienced or
prepared should know their students well and should have taken every possible situation into consideration
when preparing lessons. The crux of the issue is to bite the bullet - be accountable for the failure of
learning in the classroom. That requires a lot of painstaking soul-searching.

There is no quick fix and definitely no panacea. Problem students or rather problem behaviour comes in all
forms and severity and for all kinds of reasons. Teachers should never nurture the wishful thinking that
there exists somewhere in the world a magical potion to cure all ailments. What works in other classes all
the time may instead bring havoc to another. A cocktail recipe might work more effectively than a single
shot of a particular remedy. We need to be alert, patient and appreciative of improvement in our students
however small or insignificant it might be. When it does occur, recognition is due so as to nurture its
further growth.

We cannot assume students know what we want and how they are to behave.
Different teachers have different sets of regulations and they hold different
levels of tolerance as to what can happen in class. Students are faced with
not just one teacher every day and they might get confused. In order for
adversity not to happen, we have to be in the best physical and mental
conditions all the time. We have to feel good about ourselves and in
particular we have to be proud of our profession. Every day we should do all
we can to ensure that we step inside the classroom at our best as this
pre-determines the success of the lesson. We should be addressing the whole
class and yet each of the students is to feel that we are looking at him as an
individual person. When we see any breach of our house rules, we have to
stop it at the start by a critical look made obvious to the offender and if the
misbehaviour continues, we have to stop whatever we are doing and attend
to the matter. Short of these actions, we are sending the wrong message to
our students and in fact we are encouraging others to follow suit.

Have a fulfilling school year!
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