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49" /5® Women stories

Pauline CHOW

Women are ready givers. They love stubbornly and give generously. I am not
being sexist. [ am just drawing conclusions after having observed the women
around me over the years. They all have tearing stories to tell but they don’t,
holding all feelings to themselves and worrying those who love them. There
is no ‘me’ in their world but their loved ones. Let me categorize them and
tell three stories.

Mimi is a school teacher in her fifties. She lives with her elderly mother and
a helper in an apartment with a monthly mortgage instalment of over $30000
which is about half of her salary. Mimi is not the only child. She has an elder
sister and a younger brother but she is the sole provider for the mother. The
other siblings would only call on the mother on her birthday and the first day
of the Chinese New Year. Even phone calls are rare. Mimi lives stringently.
She almost never shops and rarely socializes. After all, she still has to
support her mother’s medical bills. Since she does not have the heart to put
the mother in the public health system, the expenses of medication and
occasional hospitalization can be horrendous. Despite all these, I never hear
her complain. Her only wish is that her mother can enjoy longevity in good
health. She is never worried that she is still single and who is to take care of
her as she ages.

Next comes Tiffany. She is in her late twenties and also a teacher. She
wanted to be a mother right after her marriage. Unfortunately, she had two
miscarriages and was told her chance of getting pregnant again was slim.
She was heart-broken but she did not give up. She quitted her teaching post
and dedicated herself to looking for ways to get herself pregnant. In the end,
she resorted to in vitro fertilization (IVF) daring all the risks and family
concern. After several excruciating attempts, her dream was finally realized.
She gave birth to a daughter. Now, Tiffany is one happy mother though she
has to take medication and receive treatment for her diabetes, high blood
pressure and various gynaecological problems.
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Mui is now over 70 years old. She has been working at a street newspaper .

stand since her teens. She is a single mother with two daughters whom she
loves dearly. Though the income is never too much, she can spend it all on her
two girls. When they were in school, she saved as much as she could so that
she had enough to hold a McDonald’s birthday party for the girls. She relied
on her kind-hearted neighbours for whatever they gave her for her meals. But
guess how the girls treated this loving mother? As the newspaper stand is
quite near their school, they would re-route their way to and after school to
avoid being seen anywhere near the mother. As they grew up and had a job,
they moved out as soon as they could afford and yet every now and then when
money is not enough, they go home and demand from their elderly mother.
Mui will do what she has always been doing — she gives them all that she has.
Her back is now deformed because of the decades of bending and squatting at
the newspaper stand. The hump is all that is visible of her tiny figure. All her
neighbours who have witnessed Mui’s life feel that she has neglected herself
for too long and pleaded her to pamper herself a bit now that she is already a
feeble elderly. She utters, “I am happy when my girls are happy.”

I become all teary as I am writing about these
women. They are living embodiment of love. In
fact, take a look of the women in your life, you
will find reflections of Mimi, Tiffany and Mui in
them. Treasure them. Love them. Don’t take
them for granted. They need love too!

Sisters, love yourselves before you
/ love others.
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